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  I had a great time on auction night!   I 

really hope you were able to join in the 

fun ðmany new and old faces!    

     The room looked beautiful, thanks to 

Cookeôs for loaning us the foliage and 

Charlotte Bush for arranging it so      

masterfully.   The wine flowed, thanks to 

Anna Digges for manning the bar and the 

food displays were awesome, thanks to 

the Chris and Stacey Long and Moses 

Liskov for their toils in the kitchen.    

     The auctioneer kept us all smiling and 

the prizes were great for both live and 

silent auction.   Many thanks to all those 

who stopped by the church hall on Friday 

and Saturday to help us set up.  

I would also like to thank Bob Gaschen 

for his total professionalism with the da-

tabase, and the check in and out process;  

Allison Gaschen for the Class baskets; 

and  Jennifer Miller for the crazy running 

around on silent auction (not least for 

making sure that 190 pens were      

working!)   The raffle prizes were     

sumptuous, thank you to Karen Green for 

putting them together.   Everyone who 

put their hearts into an art project ðthey 

all looked great.  

     Many, many people contributed and 

made up the team, I can't mention you 

all, but for every contribution I am  

grateful.  

     And special thanks to Ivonne Luchs, 

Jen Youngs and Lisa Stefanick for keeping 

me sane(ish).  

     The result, well many people worked 

away with great trips and prizes and we 

made around $18,000 to boost our  

scholarship fund!     Gaye Moth  

 

 

     Wow!  I don't know how you do it, but 

Co-op auctions just keep getting better 

and better.  

     Gaye Moth has done an extraordinary 

job for WPCP; please congratulate her, 

rub her feet, feed her chocolate, and tell 

her thank you.  Auction 2009 would not 

have happened without her hard work, 

good cheer, creative talent, and          

cooperative spirit.  Thank you Gaye!  

     Also deserving of a round of applause 

for our auction's success are Gaye's      

compatriots: Lisa Stefanick, Cailin Yates, 

Ivonne Luchs, and Jennifer Youngs.  They 

are Co -op Superheroes (super hero-

ines?).  

In addition, Jennifer Miller organized the 

silent auction proceedings -- no small task.  

Stacey Long, Chris Long, and Moses 

Liskov prepared the banquet.  Bob 

Gaschen was our technology guru --

running check - in and check -out without a 

hitch.  Jennifer Green and Allison 

Gaschen contributed many hours,    

working quietly and competently behind 

the scenes.  

     Many others, too many to name, 

helped in endless ways both small and 

large.  Thank you  for the time and 

money you have donated to our school.  

     The net result: $18,000 for education, 

supplies, and scholarships that directly 

benefit our children.  We could not be the 

school we are without you.  

 

With gratitude,  

Crisse Klee  

President, Co -op 

Board of Directors  
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 Last Springõs Inaugural Consignment Sale raised about 

$3,000 for Co-op (the total was around $8,000).   So, as youõre 

putting away those Spring and Summer clothing items or toys 

that you think you wonõt need again, consider tagging and storing 

them until the end of      February to make some extra money for 

you and your favorite pre-school!  Remember, 35% (or more if 

you would like to donate a greater percentage) of the sales price 

goes to Co-op and 65% (or less if you decide) goes to you, the 

consignor!   Set-up will happen Thursday, February 25th. 

 Thanks to everyone who participated in last yearõs sale and 

for everyoneõs enthusiasm in making it even more of a success the 

second time around!  To see details of how to tag,     pricing, etc., 

go to www.coopconsign.blogspot.com  or email me specific 

questions at     sjvermillion@cox.net or coopconsign@gmail.com.  

  

     Thank you, Shirley Vermillion 

Please check to see if any of 

your precious items are in our 

lost and found .   We will be 

taking these items to the 

Thrift Store soon. The bin is 

located in the hallway as you 

enter Co -op in the back.    

Winter begins  
Monday,  

December 21st.   

The day is cloudy and the 
wind is bold. Dress up 
warmly, you mustn't get 
cold!  
 
Put on your coat and zip 
it up tight, put on your 
left boot, put on your 
right.  
 
Put on your scarf and put 
on your hat, put on your       
mittens and clap-clap-
clap!  
 
Go outside and play and 
play. Come in again, and 
then we'll say-  
 
Take off your coat that 
was zipped up tight, take 
off your left boot, take off 
your right.  
 
Take off your scarf, take 
off your hat, take off your     
mittens, and then take a 
nap!  

http://www.coopconsign.blogspot.com/
mailto:sjvermillion@cox.net
mailto:coopconsign@gmail.com
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CO-OP CALENDAR 
 

12/1 (T)      December tuition payment due 

12/17 (R)      Holiday Open House:  4-Řŀȅ пΩǎΤ н-Řŀȅ  !a оΩǎΤ н-Řŀȅ ta оΩǎΤ ta нΩǎ 

12/18 (F)      Holiday Open House:  1-Řŀȅ нΩǎΤ о-Řŀȅ оΩǎΣ ōƻǘƘ о-Řŀȅ пΩǎ 

12/21-1/3 (M-Su)      NO SCHOOLτWinter Vacation 

1/4 (M)      School Re-opens, January tuition payment due 

1/18 (M)      NO SCHOOLτaŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƎΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 

1/19 (T)      NO SCHOOLτMid-year clean-up 

2/4-5 (R-F)  Picture days at Co-op  

What does a cat on the beach have in common  
with Christmas?  
Sandy Claws. 

 
What do snowmen eat for lunch?  

Icebergers !  

Why does Santa have 3 gardens?  
So he can ho-ho-ho.  

 

 
Deadlines for  

submissions to Co-op 
Capers are:  1/29, 2/27, 

3/29, and 5/7.   
Please contact  Loralee 

Clark (258-3254) for 
further information.  We  
welcome news of local  
opportunities for family 

activities.   
Submissions via   

e-mail are strongly  
encouraged:   

loralee13@verizon.net  
  

Five little snowmen sitting on the ground, (pat hands on floor)  
The first one said "oh my aren't we round." (make circle with arms)  

The second one said "there are snowflakes in the air." (wiggle fingers)  

The third one said; "but we don't care." (shrug shoulders)  

The fourth one said; "lets run and run and run. (pat hands quickly on the floor)  

The fifth one said; "I'm ready for some fun." (smile)  

Whew went the wind and out came the sun (make circle with arms over head)  

and the five little snowman knew their fun was done.( pretend you®re melting)  

http://www.theholidayspot.com/christmas/jokes/snowmenjokes.htm##
mailto:loralee13@widomaker.com
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FAMILY - FRIENDLY EVENTS AROUND TOWN  

Ongoing:  Tribe Tots (11:00 AM
-12:00 PM), Barnes and Noble in 

Merchant Square:  Hey, Kids! Bring 
your parents up to our Kids section 
for  story time...we'll share a great 
story, do some crafts and maybe 
have a  delicious snack!  Occurs 
every Wednesday and Saturday:  
12/2, 5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 23, 26, and 
30th.  

 
Ongoing: Preschool Story time, 
(10:30 AM), Williamsburg  Library. 

Preschoolers and their parents/
caregivers can drop in for some  
stories. 259-4040. Tuesdays until 
12/31.  Ages: 2-5. 
 

Now-Wed, Dec 23, 2009:   Santa 
Photos & Visits (12 ð5 PM),  
Williamsburg Outlet Mall.  Santa will 
arrive for Photos and Visits until 
12/19. Heôll also be available       
December 18th, 21st, 22nd, and 
23rd for evening visits 5-8 PM.  
Packages &  Personalized Christmas 
Cards available. For more details 
contact 565-3378.  

 
Fri, Dec 4, 2009:  Illumination 
and Christmas Tree Lighting 
(6:30 - 8:30 PM), Historic Yorktown 

and Riverwalk Landing.  The holiday 
lights go on and the festive season 
begins with entertainment at the  
Victory Monument followed by the 
procession of lights through historic 
Yorktown to Riverwalk Landing. The 
Ceremony includes holiday         
entertainment & a visit from Santa. 
890-3500.  
 

Sat, Dec 5, 2009:  Christmas 
Market on Main Street (10:00 
AM - 4:00 PM) Historic Main St., 

Yorktown.  Join us for Yorktownôs 

4th annual Christmas Market       
featuring demonstrations, roasted    
chestnuts and hot cider,              
entertainment, living history, arts and 
crafts, and much more. 890-3500.  

  
Sat, Dec 5, 2009:  Annual 
Christmas Parade (8:30 AM) 
Begins at Merchants Square & ends 
at W&M.  The Greater Williamsburg 
Chamber &  Tourism Alliance      
presents its Annual Christmas     
Parade! Come out and join the fun.  
229-6511. 

 
Sun, Dec 6, 2009:  Cookies 
With Santa (1:00 - 4:00 PM) York 

Hall, 301 Main St., Yorktown.  Enjoy 
cookies with Santa in the Gallery at 
York Hall.   Children and parents can 
visit with Santa. 890-4490.  

 
Sun, Dec 6, 2009:  Grand Illumi-
nation (4:45-9:00 PM), CW. In the 

18th century, illuminations were 
sometimes held to commemorate the 
birth of the reigning sovereign.    
Today, CWôs Grand Illumination 
celebrates the winter holidays.    
Musical performances on multiple 
stages and   fireworks launched from 
three locations usher in the season 
with a bang.   

  
Sat, Dec 12, 2009: Toyland Pa-
rade (1:00- 3:00 PM)   Riverwalk 

Landing, Yorktown.  Enjoy seasonal 
activities, holiday music, and a    
parade. Participate by decorating a 
stroller or wagon, dress in seasonal 
attire, and join in the festive parade. 
Additional activities include a visit 
from Santa, Mrs. Claus Storytelling 
show, holiday music, and a ride on 
the Polar Express. 890-3500.   
 

Tue, Dec 22, 2009:  Its a     
Wonderful Life (5:00 & 7:30 
PM). The Kimball Theatre offers the 

holiday film classic, Its a Wonderful 
Life. This heartwarming film is being 
shown as a gift to the community 
and to benefit Family Focus and the 
Grove Christian Outreach Center. 
Sponsored by Old Dominion Homes 
LLC of  Williamsburg and Middle         
Peninsula Insurance and  Financial 
Services. The event is free but    
voluntary donations will be accepted. 
Tickets are required.   

 
Thu, Dec 31, 2009:  Noon Years 
Day (11:00 AM - 1:00 PM),       
Virginia Living Museum.  The whole 
family can enjoy this day-time New 
Years celebration. Meet special  
animal friends from the Teeny Tiny 
Farm, such as a miniature horse, 
donkey, alpaca, cow, lamb, pygora 
goat, pot-bellied piglet and rabbit, 
and exotic birds from the Peninsula 
Caged Bird Society. Celebrate New 
Years around the world with            
international crafts. There will also 
be games, face painting and some 
international-themed  entertainment. 
595-1900. 

 

http://gocitykids.parentsconnect.com/attraction/williamsburg-library-515-scotland-street-williamsburg-va-23185-us
http://gocitykids.parentsconnect.com/attraction/williamsburg-library-515-scotland-street-williamsburg-va-23185-us
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     We all know the symptoms...the whining, the 

fighting, the sound of your dishes breaking...clearly, the 

kids are getting bored. In a world where kids are bom-

barded with structured activities and over-stimulating 

TV, you'd think a little down time would be just what they 

need. But before too long, they are at your elbow again, 

yelping, "There's nothing to do!" 

     Keeping kids enthralled and engaged is challenging, 

but putting a twist on everyday activities is all it takes to 

have revelry instead of a rut! Try some of these ideas to 

banish boredom and bring excitement to your after-

noons! 

     DISCLAIMER: If you are one of those parents that 

can't stand a messy house, STOP READING NOW! On 

the other hand, if you cherish your child's native ability to 

create joy out of chaos, please proceed. 

     One of my household staples is a large roll of paper. 

You can buy butcher paper, or rolls of craft paper rela-

tively inexpensively. We got our first roll free from a 

printing business. We have used the roll for life-sized 

paper dolls, red-carpet runways, making indoor snow-

men, paper skirts, drawing giants, banners to welcome 

dad home from work...the list is exhaustive! Hand out 

markers, roll it across the room, and entertain scores of 

children at once! 

     When our recycling bin is overflowing, it's fun to 

make recycled robots! Using cans, boxes, tape, and 

glue, the kids love to assemble robots, aliens, crazy 

creatures, and  whatever else they can think of. This 

activity requires some active supervision. Also, make 

sure the containers clean and free of sharp edges. 

(Tetanus shots put a damper on the event!) 

     Making collages is an old favorite of mine. Use dry 

beans, macaroni, pebbles, leaves, and cup-up   

Source: Heium.com 
Content edited  

magazines to fashion beautiful collages. Sometimes we 

have a theme like "All about me", which creates a 

chance to talk about likes and dislikes, and how your 

child sees him or herself. 

    Garden! Even in the dead of winter, we enjoy plant-

ing container herbs and checking carefully for the 

sprouts to unfold! In the summer, it's the perfect way to 

get some sunshine...and kids will eat veggies theyôve 

grown themselves      

     Try a fun alternative to finger painting by using 

shaving cream! Spray a little foam on a cookie sheet 

(or use your paper roll!) and paint away!  

    Turn on the radio and dance like crazy. It's aerobic, 

it's fun, and everybody can do it. You can dress up to 

dance, or do it spontaneously. My kids found endless 

hilarity in trying to copy the dances I did when I was 

young.  

    Teach your children about service. You don't have to 

volunteer somewhere to give meaningful service. Chil-

dren are genuinely thrilled to help others around them. 

Make cookies for a new neighbor, and present them a 

handmade welcome card. Assemble a clean-up crew at 

the local park. Each kid gets a bag to fill with ten or 

fifteen items. (They should probably wear gloves.) Ask 

if you can pick up sticks in an elderly neighbor's yard.  

      At the risk of sounding obvious, may I suggest 

some oldies-but-goodies that you may have forgotten: 

Check out the library. Make a fort. Play kickball. Play 

indoor-snowball-fight with balled up socks. Make salt 

dough animals. Write your own book! 

      Now that you have 

some new ideas, tailor 

them to your own      

personal parenting style! 

Take time out of this 

crazy over-scheduled 

world to PLAY with your 

kids. 
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     Teaching Preschoolers  
  About Conservation  

 
 

Itõs never too early to start teaching your preschooler about the importance of conservation. 
The best way to teach conservation principles to your preschooler is to enlist his or her help in 

conserving resources around the house. While your preschooler helps with these activities 
make sure you give your preschooler information on why you are conserving. The following 

three areas are good  starting points for preschool conservation activities: water conservation, 
energy conservation, and nature conservation. 

 
Water Conservation:  Water is a precious resource and at times is in short supply. When 
we conserve water we are protecting our own water supply, the water we drink and wash 
with, and we are not wasting. Here are a few good habits to get your preschool into. 

¶ Every time your preschooler brushes his teeth or washes his hands ensure that you turn off 
the faucet during the process and, most importantly, explain why you are turning it off. 
¶ When your preschooler takes a bath, don't fill the water more than 8 inches.   A           
preschooler can have just as much fun (and get clean too!) in a few inches of water than in a 
full tub. 

Energy Conservation :  It is amazing what a preschooler will do when there is a full        
understanding of the reason for their actions. For example, when you tell your preschooler to 
turn out the lights when he leaves a room, explain that the electricity used to power the 
lights in your home comes from natureñnatural gas, nuclear, coal, water, etc.-- that is either 
extracted from the Earth or created by a nuclear reaction to make energy. Every time we 
use electricity we are relying on nature. Here are a few good energy-saving habits to get 
your preschooler into: 

¶ Have your preschooler turn out the lights when leaving a room. 
¶ Turn off the TV or audio equipment when finished viewing or listening to a program. 
¶ Toys that require plugging into an electrical socket should be unplugged immediately 
after use. 

Nature Conservation:  Does your preschooler know what recycling is? A great way to 
teach your preschooler about nature conservation is a trip to the recycling center. 

¶ Take your preschooler and any bottles, newspapers, or other recyclable material to a re-
cycling facility. Let your preschooler see how many things in use at your household are 
able to be used again. 

¶ Always remember to explain to your preschooler that recycling keeps trees from being 
cut down and allows for new products to be made from the recycled items. 

 
 
From http://science.preschoolrock.com/index.php/preschool-science-and-nature-articles/teaching-
preschoolers-about-conservation 
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________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Christmas Trees  

(Green Paper, Glue, Red Paint, Miscellaneous Collage Materials) 

 

Cut out Christmas tree shapes and decorate the  tree: you can dip a 

finger in red  paint and make fingerprint ornaments, you can  use     

various collage materials such as glitter,  buttons, fabric scraps, to 

decorate as desired.   

 

Christmas Placemats  

(Paper, Used Christmas Cards, Glue, Crayons, Markers,                

Clear Contact Paper) 

 

Draw a picture on a  piece of paper, adding items cut from used 

Christmas cards.  Cover both sides with  contact paper.  

 

 

Christmas Stockings  

(Paper, Glue, Cotton Balls, Fabric Scraps, Old Catalogs/magazines)  

 

Trace a picture of a stocking on paper  and cut. Use cotton balls 

or fabric to trim the stocking on the  top. Use catalogs and cut 

out pictures of what you want for Christmas, and glue to the 

stocking.  

 

 

Pine Cone Christmas Tree  

(Pine Cones, Green Paint, Glue, Yarn, beads, etc.) 

 

Paint the pine cone green. When the paint is dry, glue  on yarn, 

beads, etc. for the decorations.   

Tie a string around it and hang it on the big tree.  

¶ Old greeting cards  

¶ Ribbon 

¶ Buttons  

¶ Old playing cards 

¶ Beads 

¶ Yarn 

¶ Old magazines and catalogues  

¶ Old puzzle pieces 

Have on hand these supplies from your recycling craft box:  

http://www.preschooleducation.com/achristmas.shtml#
http://www.preschooleducation.com/achristmas.shtml#
http://www.preschooleducation.com/achristmas.shtml#
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